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A SLOW GOODBYE TO AN ERA \ggfggf@;%;;. ﬁ

‘a /_Zﬂ 4 /t?r/ p o p G 4/1}'{'
450 Gas fampson Stredigi
‘By SIDNEY B. McKEEN - @ Co e

' When Worcester got its first electric
street lights in 1883, the city was set
‘agog. - ST

The move prompted Mayor Samuel
Winslow to prophegy that “the.time is
not far off -when alffour 'streets will be
lighted by elgctricity

At that time, the’city -had just over
300 gas lamps to light its streets, The
lights' burned evetly  night" yntil: 11
o’clock “except on® mponlight nights”

Pleas for Répldcement - :

‘Today, the ¢ity has more than 450 -
gas lamps andithgy burn every night,
moon or not, . " N

Gradually, the friendly old senfing‘ls
appear headed’for extinction, relics.of
a bygone era. But their passing has been
slow, despite sporadic attempts fo re-
place them, | .

In 1836, therlate Mayor Walter J.
Cookson adviséd the, city to get rid of
the gas lights in favor of electric, His
plea was repeated, in, 1950 by the laie
City’ Managet Ey § "F. Merrill and:in.
1939 by Mayor O'Brigfi. ,

"But the gas lights still burh, as they
did more than a centliry ago, on many
streets,just outside the downtown busi-
ness section, an irritption to some, a
source of pleasant nostalgia to others, .

Modernized in 1941

Gas lights hit their peak about 1920
when there were 635 spotted about Wor-
cester’s residential areas close to the
heart of the city, :

Then in 1941 they were modernized,
Alabaster-rippled glass globeg replaced
the transparent enclosures that allowed.:.
a view of the flickering flame ipgids,

Many objected that theifas. lights;

~ then“began to look just likey electrics, '
robbirig them of the charm tﬁeﬂri}iad in.
the.dgys of yore. .
Gone, ioo, were the youngsters who -
traveled the city with sticks and
matehes to light the night.




Street lamps
solid fixtures
of old charm

Gaslights brighten streets
and hearts of residents

r e f2 ﬂuw Zorwe

he old army is just 28 strong

now, where once it numbered
B more than a thousand, The cast
iron _sentinels are scattered around
the city, sometimes in groups of ‘
three or four, sometimes stalwartly
alone. They're in good
neighborhoods and bad, on inain
thqroughfares and back roads,
qulletly doing what they have been
doing for a century or longer —

shedding light on the world around
them.

PSS

There are few
things as
nostalgic asan
old gas
streetlight, with
its solid iron
column rising to
the two cruciform
ladder handiles,
the whole device
James c;‘owned bva

N glass globe insid

DEMPSEY whichthe
- delicate mantles
glnw:. Almost everyone who enjoys
gaslight describes it as havinga
softness that is somehow more
comnforting than the harshness of
clectric light.

Once, all public illumination in

:\ioi'lc%stterlclalune from the city’s
raslights. They were tende
who bore ladders, tapers altlidby men
matc‘lles, and whose predictable
evening rounds became a well-
loveq part of a neighborhood’s life
Old-timers will remember the soné
Worcester's Charles Tobias wrote
a}mut the man who cared for the
tights along the Harrison Street of
Mr. Tobias’ childhood in the first
deca(}es of the century. The
Harrison Stireet lights and their
:)C;:lidrﬁ'lam lmzlg gone, but they live
e words and m g
Old Lamplighter.” uslcofihe

iz it Pas, b

v

v

A

Nostalgia 1or gas sireetlightsisa
relatively recent phenomenon. In
the 1040s and 1950s, the city was
busily uprooting these outdated old
lights and replacing them with
brand spanking new electric
incandescents. Even as late as 1971,

Worcester was planning {o phase
out its remaining 58 lamps.

But as the technology of
illumination marched on, from
incandescent to mercury vapor to
high-pressure sodium to metal
halide, at some point it was realized
that there was something guaint
and unique about these pieces of
Victorian street furniture, and the
city began maintaining them,

Today, that job falls to John
Corazzini. A painter by trade, Mr.
Corazzini supplements his income
by caring for the city's 28 gas lamps
for a modest $130 a month.

#] yse a pipe wrench,
screwdrivers —a flat and a Phillips
head — a lighter to light them,
Windex and paper towels and
mantles,” he sald: “They're
basically easy to manage.” The only
preblem is getting spare parts,
which often have to be ordered
from England.

Looking after the gaslights has
always heen more love than labor.
Mr. Corazzini took over the job
from his brother-in-law, Paul
Sestito Jr., who took over from his
father, Paul Sestito, who tool on the
jobfroma co-worker at
Commonwealth Gas Co., Joseph
Socha.

The work remains the same. Mr.
Corazzini paints the iron poles,
cleans the globes, replaces the
disintegrated mantles, and, more
often than not, has a conversation
with someone who lives nearby.

People tend to be proprietary
about their gaslights, Mr. Corazzini
sald as he pointed out gas lamps
along Mt. Hope Terrace, a small dirt
road off Institute Road. Andas ifon
cue, Celia Demers pulled up in her
car to tell Mr, Corazzini that the
lamp outside hey house was out,

“1 know,” sald Mr. Corazzini. 1
light it, it fiickers, and two days
later i's out again, Idon't know if
the line is pinched or choked with
carbon.”’

He promised to work on il later
that day.

Turn to DEMPSEY/Next Page
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Most of, the '?e?n;gfhing ga}sﬁg{m in Worceste cah"b¥ forfis batween
Millburf and Southbrldge streets, on Crown Hill and off Institute Road.

All of the gas lamps that remain in the city. reﬁt“?n oOne of three post
styles: the Welsbach No. 40, the Newport, and the Worllestér, The Wor-
cester style btobably received its name after the olty drdered a goodly
number of that type of pole for its streats, accordiiig td Michelle Lahner
of tll;eh\:.lselsbach Corp. of New Haveh, Conhi; which suppliéd Worcester's
gaslights, ,

The Newport post rests on a hase that rises about two feét above the
pavement. The main post is a fluted cojug‘in gnding’ Jn 4 ladder bat — the
place where the lamplighters used to rest their ladders,

The Worcester style-post, the most gﬁmnﬁbn in the city, consists of a
rather plain-looking tapered column that risés withiout bréak to the glass
lamp at its top. As a rule, the Wotcetsf ahd Nébipbrt' jlosts were in-
stalled just before or just after the.turn of the centupy: - -

.+ The Welshach No. 40s came later;and ' ucl fnor&ornate than the
Newport or Wétcester poles. The Welsh ﬁ il .:c%ﬂ {§ of two heavy
base séctions and a shaft of t_wistedgr i EHabBpIrkleto the

Like the Newport, but not thé: Wérdester; the.Wlshtich: las a cross bar
for the lai‘hPIlghter’s laddep,” 6~ 0 T '

Gaslight locations, with the number ot llghtd A6lifid-at éach site, are:

awan Street (1), Colton Street (1), Columbia Strest (1), Cottage Street
G Diion S e i s(tn)%et'-m";'i’wzj‘ﬁm-s (égté3),ﬁgladstone

treet (2), Greerleh iIernacé (23. Huntley Strdet (1), 1i (}% o Street (2),
'Mt. Hope Terrace (4), Ripléy Pl 6‘4'(1);&\& shingto¥Steest (1), Oxford
Street [l ) Oxford Place (1), "fh-é\*z’i‘é"i@.@}‘-ﬁ@ W m

lamp housing:

Worcester Paq, Cofl.
DEC 2 6 1380

Wrycester Public Library,



"’ GAS LIGHTS ON THE WAY TO OBLIVION? .
Elin Sirect Light Shows Signs of Tilting Are .+

| Bl Euentiy Guzette WORCESIIR, MASS.

WEDNE

Merrill

. City Manager Merrill today
made the first move in the city’s
history’ 10 get rid of gas street
lights, :

He submitied a capital outlay
‘item for -the City Counail's ap-
roval of $2500 for removal of 50
of the anciént lamps,

The jtems was requested by the

Street Lighting Bureau of the De- |

partmént of Public Works,
According to ihe Bureau, there
arg currently BA1 gas streét lights
in ust in the-ctiy, Most of them
are, scattered.” just outside® the

downtiii, atea in the center of
the gity: ™ ¢
. Last year, the Bureau revealed,

e

v P

st . ] ?
| Movex™ 5o

Lthe . city ' spent $14,761.10Q [fo
malntenancé,and gas to egp the
old lightd rupning. There were
5084 1ightd i} usk lagt year.

Worcester Gas Light Co. offi-
cials reported the frst gas lights.
were installed around 18350, when |
the first gas main were laid, Nonc'
of the present gas lights are that -
.old, however, they stated.

The gas company’ sells_ gas in

"the Welsbach Street Lighting Ca,,
which, in turh, sell il to the ciiyv.




UPreserving City’s Gaslights

Gives Lamplight

By Chris Pope i@
Of the Telegram Staff

P o

One by one')tfe';yj Ji’e, sx{a%%gd by way-
ward snowplows, sFlit by sliding cars or
smashed by vandals who seem to work
overtime cracking the 400-pound wrought
iron poles on which they rest.

When the poles break, they're finished
as surely as a person with a broken spinal

er a Glow

8 -‘,i-"."'ffr‘-‘-;‘.'- )

cord. "Workers scoop up the shattered
metal, throw it in the back of a truck and
haul it-to the junkyard.

Then the soft spray of light they cast
becomes 3 meniory, and their moody

low géts traded for the sharp, electric
-incandescence of the '80s.

Turn to LAMPLIGHTER Page 23
. /£

>

Worcestar Pam. Cofl.
DEC 2 6 130

Wrycester Public Library,
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By YREDERICK L. RI'IS]I'I‘ON
Sunday. Teleglam Sta

HFNR!‘?T ﬁNIG/H’I‘ has been
guperintendent of lighting
of Worcester streets since 1893,
That was the year in which the
office was created. In his long
and aclive ¢areer he has wit-

nessed’ a remarkable develop-
ment - which has been largely,
of course, of his own fashioning.

Iifty years-ago, it seems sig-
nificant to point out, few cities
in the couniry concentrated
very much attention on the
growing urgency of highway il
Jumination,

Previous to Mr. Knight'a tak-
ing over of the office, Worcester
was served by a street lighter
named Patrick Ronayne. Mr,
Ronayne had his own program
of operation and a comparative-
ly small area to illuminate. In
all there were less than 2400
lighis—gas, gasoline and elec-
trically operated which were
depended upon to facilitate
night-time traveling in the city.

The presumption is that tra-
vel after dark was not very
popular, Street lighting, or the
remarkable expansion fér which
it was destined, was not envi-
sioned then. The horseless car-
riage had nol made ils appear-
ance and alter dark the place
for « horse was in hig stall. Mr,
Knight menlioned, while remin-
iscing the other aflernoon in his
office al City hall, that he had
not expected Lo remain in office
more than twoe or three years
becsuse he had other proposi-
tions under comsideration.

In My, Knight's first term, the
expenditure for salaries, labor of

llghtmg and materiala amouut-
ed to something over $86,000.
Today that figure has been more
than tripled. He recalled that a
large number of gasoline lamps
then in use were burned on a
moonlight schedule made out in
advance wilh the aid of the Old
Farmer's Almanac.

~ “It was always necessary,”
he mentioned, “to figure on
pleasant weather.”

* On nights when the heavens
conveniently provided a full
moon display there was seen to
be no necessity of lighting the
lamps and burning thereby val-
uable fuel. If a storm appeared,
it was considered that ‘the place
for the wayfarer was In his
home and not on the street.

A'I‘ that period hand-lighting
was still in vogue through-
out the city., The system called
for the employment of eight
“drivers,” each of whom super-
vised, a district. They were re-
ferred to as drivers, Mr, Knight
explained, since it was ne;s-
sary for them Lo operate a team
in arder to transport. thq.zaso-
line. The lamps had to be filled
every day, the amount of 'fuel
in each being calculated to last
through the mght

The drivers, in turn, employed
boys in lhe various neighbor-
hoods 1o perferm the nightly
and morning chore of lighting
and pulting oul the lamps. They
were paid about a half cent a
lamp, Mr. Knight recalled. Each
boy had a six to eight-foot lad-
der, a blow torch and a pole
with a match stuck te the end
of it. A large amount of heat
being needed, il was necessary
to use the torch to coax the
gasoline lamp into illumination
while lhe match was sufficient
inducement for the olher. The
boys would start out from their
homes, with the ladders over
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Before long the downiown ares
would be fairly well illuminated.
It remained dark heyond Web-
ster square, Park avenue and
Lincoln squarve.

RECORD of a driver
“Charlie” Kelley in the
early 1890's showed that for
taking care of 257 lamps and
six police signals — the latter
also were both gas and gasoline
operated-—-he was paid $161.7]
for the month of April. Oul of
that he had to furnish his team,
[l the lamps and pay the boys.
Prior to Mr. Knight's ap-
pointment, 1ihe practice had
keen followed of purchasing the
gasoline in New York and hav-
ing it shipped to thig city in

barreis. This was observed (o
be an expénsive procedure
since a gix per cent shrinkage
loss was incurred. One of Mr.
Inight's first }1cts was 1o have
the city buy, B small bleck on
Iast Worcestyr siveet, adjacen
to the railroal tracks, and turn
it into a gasofiie shop. Here the
fuel was bou;ht f. 0. b, owm of
tank cars arﬁ stored 1 huge
containers ir the shep. I'ur
many years tle-"lighters” druve
their ieams Mp to this shop
every morning;to get their sup-
ply of gasolfig and for many
years Mr. lght was on the
scepe, to mrvise activities,
every, mornyr at 6.30 o'vlook,
The shrinkage loss, he said, was
reduced to abLut two per cent,

i
H

MR. KNIGHT installed no
radical changes in 1he
existing system but developed
and expanded it according to Lhe
demands of the times. In this
connection hia annual repert lo
the City Council in 1905 is of
interest:
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in its generd! character,” he
wrote, “varies but little from
year to year. The ever-present
problem is how to obtain maxi-
mum efficlency - at minimum
cost, and how to make such eéx-
tensions of the service as the
ritizens may demand without
unreasonably increasing the to-
tal expense of the department..

“The safety of the general
public demands street lights in
the alleys behind important
business hlocks, and the ‘gangs,’
with which every city is more
or less infested, usually move on
when a light is located near
their rendezvous.

“As a general proposition, a
street, in the thickly settled
parts of the city, i well lighted
when one can read his watch
midway between any two lights,
and & street leading to the sur-
rounding towns is well lighted
when one can see the shadow
of the team he is driving mid-
way between any two lights.

¢<¢ Y HIS i3 the standard

adopted some years
ago by this department, and the

lights installed during recenl
years have been spaced on this
basis. on the principle that it is
better to thotoughly light one-
half of the length of a street
than to half light the whole of
it. The pracileal application of
this standardy and a proper Ye-

gard for thd cost of lighting .

per street mijle, renders differ-
ent classes of lights necessary.

“For the blsiness part of the
city, and at {he intersection of
streety where the shade trees
are not too jnumerous, or the

foliage does not interfere wilh

the efficiency of the lamp, arc

(electric) lights are used exciu-

sively. An n.!l'c light, placed at

the intersectton of two streels,

property located and under pro-

per conditlons, is the cheapest -

and best method of illumination
in use. If, liowever, the same

arc is placed midway between
street cornefs, from one-fourth -

to onec-half the light is wasted,
and proper 1{luminatidn can be
obtained by the use of smaller
lights. In these cases, on streets

are in =uch ‘condition as tc -Gh-
struct light, the Welsbach (gas)
system has been found prefer-
able. ., . " '

carrying ‘?j,J_gmall amount Mt
travel, or Whepe the shads tréf

ll\l Lhat year Lhere were In
use some 4000 lamps as
compared to 2400 when he as-
sumed office and approximately
7500 today.

Total expenditures amounted
to $131,000 or an increase of
about $50,000. 1t is significant
that the cost In 19832 was only
$239,000 despite ‘the greater
percentage increase in the num-
ber of lamps,

Generally the principles de-
fined in Mr. Knight's 1805 re-
port have governed his develop-
ment of the Worcester system
through the decades. It has been
Jargely an experimental under-’
taking with little opportunity of

‘copying or following standard-

ized practices established by
others. At the time of his tak-
ing over the reins, -cities had
made very little progress in this
direction., He recalled that al
one time, in an attempt to study
their methods. he sent out a
questionaire listing 10 or 12
simple but pertinent questions.
Cnly a comparatlively few re-
turned answers of any material
asgistance. In rcsponse to the
question “What deo you figure
for depreciation?"” one city fath-
ér responded, obviously very
much puzzled:

“What do you mean by de-
preciation 7

PRINCIPAIL achievement of
Mr. Knight's administra-
tion was the having of all over- ,
head wiring cleared in the two-'
mile circle of the downtown dis-
trict. In this endeavor he was
motivated not only by a sense

" ~of the ugliness of Lhe obstruc-

tions but also by a realization of
their constant threat to the con-
tinuity of the service in Winter.
A commitice which comprised
also the City Engineer and Su-
perintendent of Streets took the
matter up with the State Legis-
lature and received its author-
ity to have the wires buried un-
derground. The Electric Light
Co. which by that time was pro-
viding and maintaining the ser-
vice, under contract to the city,
was not at first inclined .to favor-
the proceeding. In this connec-
tion Mr. Knight recalled a cer-
taln stormy night many years
ago that he spent with Willlam
Coughlin, then superintendent

of the Electric YAght Co,, in the’

Faraday sircet station,

"We saw one clrcuit after
another gojng out. We man-
aged to keep one going on Main
street. The rest of the city was
in complete darkness. About 3

plit out the last circuil. There
was nothing else left for us tn
do so we bundled up and de-

B _p}_‘q'lf\ted for home. 'Well” 1 ra-
.- mmirked- as we stumbled along,
“will you bury those wires?'

T#iges!” came the answer
quickly, * ‘Yes'!"

Down went the wires. Today
Mr. Knight takes pride in the

fatt that Worcester has a larger
area cleared than most cities of
its size. Many cities, in fact,
have never undertaken any ef-
fort In this direction,

UT in the matier of a 'white
way' several have taken
precedence although this cir-
cumsatance iz not especially re-
gretted by Mr. Knight.

"Some," he sald, "would lke
to have their city look like a
sunburst your wife wears to the
opera. Personally, as far as the
hazard element ig concerned, T
think a brilliant illumination is
more dangerous fthan one to
which the eye accusloms itself
without sudden effort.”

The situation today finds only
a few miles of highway still un-
.lighted and these stretches usu-
ally are new streels or streels
on the city outskirts which ex-
tend through an unpopulated
section, The gasoline lamp has
been entirely abandoned =l
' those remaining now are scr ol
_either hy gas or electricity. The
. former have been retained be-
" cause, in Mr. Knight's estima-
- tion, itheir illumination is more
effective on streels lined by
shade trees and greatly dark-
.ened by overhanging foliage,

t Therefore the gas -lights, of

which there are some 600, are

"popular in residential districts.
Lower in height than their elec-
tric relative, they have also the
advaniage of giving off rays
which exhibit a tendency to
spread out under the hranches,
Each {8 equipped with an auto-
matic starter. Mr. Knight re-
marked that an installation on
Florence dtreet is especially ef-
fective in overcoming a dark-
ness area caused by foliage,

YOU have notlced, possibly,

the difference in the inten- .

gity of light at certain strée!

cofners, The answelr, of coursc,,
is contained in the physical fea-
tures of the location. Along.

Chandler street, for example; ft
has been found advisable, be-
cause of the great width of the

ens

it3
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o - employ ares which
4 measurement of 15,000,
#ns or about 750 watts, This .
He iy the most powerful in
Jge in the city.
On Chestnut street, which is
especially narrow, it has been
discovered that the huildings
act as reflectors and a light of
less power can he used to ad-
vanlage. I'he ornamental instal-
Jations which you see on the
Common are of an early vintage
but will be noted to have an
effective radius of {llumination,
The greatest number are of the
1000 lumen or 62.5 watt variety
and are located on side streels
on which travel i3 comparative-
“ly light. There are some 4000
of these, as compared to ahout
1300 of the 6000 lumen 1ype
and 100 or so of 2500 lumens,

A lumen (perhaps you will
not he interested bhut in case
you are—) is the conventional
unit of luminous flux or the flux
emitted by one inlernatioral
candle through one steradian,
All of which, you say, is net
very “illuminating!" We agree.
Roughly the lumen is ususlly
thougit of ag being equivalent
to 10 candle power- -a 6000 Ju-
men being of 600 candle power,

"["Hl; practice tuday is to turn
o the lghts 20 minutes
hefore sunset and the same pe-
vivd  belore sunrise. The Old
Farmers' Almanac is still fol-
lowed as an authority on the
predicted variation in the move-

ment of the sun and moon, On’

Dec, 28, at the height of the
dark period. your gtreels burst
into ilumination at 4.25 p. m.
whereas on Nav, 1 they were
not lighted until 5 p. m.

In the matter of spacing in-
stallations Mr. Knight has fol-
towed the procedure of ereeting
none, if possible, at distances of
greater than 400 feet and usual.
ly the shortest in-between area
has been 200 feet, Sometimes,
of course, auxiliary installations
have been weeded Lo controf cer-
tain hazards.

KING street-lighting gener-
alissimo of Worcester for

such a long period has heen an
interesting  experience as  Mr.
Knight sees N, It has been a
pleasant one, too, There have
been innumerabie problems
which he has had lo meet and
wvercome 1o the average satis-

laction of the cilizens., Like
many in execcutive capacities,
with a small operating force,

e has heen burdened also with

e L T L o]

Worcester

were times, too, whery it seemed
as though every house-owner in
wanted to see a
bright, new electric light pole
direclly in front of his resi-
dence, Bul all these are circum-
slances and situations which go
with the job. He has found in
it an immense satisfaction. Per-
baps he sees in Worcester in
the night, in the darknesg there,
a thousand twinkling monu-
ments to his career,

- Henry AL KNIGHT, SUPERINTENDENT_OF WORCESTER STREET
LIGHTING. since {6 O3. .
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A casual survey of newspaper clipp-
ings shows how it has gone. In 1046
there were still 601 of them in the city;
in 1855, there were 530; in 1957, 483; in
1962, 295, in 1973, 80.

Now, said Paul Sestito as he took a
visitor on a tour recently of Worces-
ter's remaining natural gaslights,
there are just 26 of these solitary sen-
tinels sprinkled throughout the city
like fireflies in a black velvet night,

-For Sestito, the task of protecting
the last few survivors of Worcester's
gaslight éra is a part-time labor of
Tove. A worker for Commonwealth Gas
Co., he devotes some of his off hours to
keeping the city’s diminished supply of
gaslights allve and well.

JEFor, $130 a month, Sestito, 46, pa-
thols the ‘13 stfeets where gaslights
continué to burh in Worcester, cleaning
their glass . globes, troubleshooting:
‘their worn-out ‘dr'broken parts, paint-!
‘ing theif graftiti-coverad poles and re-
placing theif. g(joven-cotton mantles,

‘GlaWing Mantles

For :those too young to remember,
Ithe-mantles are what make a ghslight
;glow. Made of woven cotton, they are
;coated with such-minerals as cerlum,
;thorium, "gl_umimim. .6r magnesium,

' 410 : .
"When~touched with a match fot the
Hfivst tirig, the woven thread is reduced
“to ash, biit'the fragile mesh of minerals
keeps jts shape and .glows from the
heat of;the gas as it Burns inslde.

"A mantle will last yon a few
months, maybe more;” Sestito said as
“he drove past Greenleaf Terrace, g pri-
vate  way off Pleasant Street about
haliway between Newton Squafe and
Richmond Avenue, “I'Ve gotteit 4 yeat

out of some of them.”

S B

Sestito has been taking care of the
gaslights. for six years now. He nherit-
ed the job from anothier gas cBmpany
worker,‘and intends to pass-it on even-
fually to his son, Paul Jr., 14, a student
at 5t. John’s High School in Shrews-
Wowowr e
“*4Payls heen going $Fgumd with me

for the past few years, helping me
;ﬁéan,énﬂ fix them,” thé elder Séstito
sid: “P'e; beén; howlhy hiiy What 1
Kkhow; $0.a8 soon‘as he gets old enough
b drive, A&l b able {6 take over.”

o ﬁft\ parts Sestito cdn't fix or sal- o
vig j torh irreparable gaslights ate’

ordered for him by the city from the
Welshach Corp. of New Haven, Conn.
Although the cost of parts has risen
steadily through the years, the city still
seems willing to provide him with
what he needs to keep the lights glow-
ing, Sestito said,

In the 1890s, the Welshach Corp., lo-
cated at that time in Baltimofe, took
the incandescent mantle invented by
Baron Auer von Welsbach. of Heldel-
berg, Germany, and introduced it into
the Unlted States. The superheated
mantles were such an improvement

+

over the old gasoling' lamps that pre-
ceded them that within 4 few years the
company had established a network of
gas-lighted street lamps in- many US,
cities, including Worcester,

A Musical Inspiration

During their heyday in the years be-
fore World War I, more than 1,000-

Welshach gas lamps bathed the streets
of the city with a yellowish giow. The
glass-globed lamps were capable of
casting as much light as a 76-watt
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and taking out thes"gas lines and the

" electric bulb. They were owned and

maintained by the company, vgvh'i‘éh_

hired children and elderly men to tray-
el throughout the city with long $§lcl$s .

and matches to defeat the night. Now, *
the remaining gaslights are kept light-

ed ground the clock on the !hequifﬁat;
keeping them going is .Sheaper” than_
maintaining individual

clbbks in- each
lamp, it

~ While' they were aroupd, however,
the Tamplighters served as a source of
mspiration to at least one city dweller.
One of the city’s lamplighters spurred
Worcestér-bred composey ‘C?grles To-
bias to write “The Old LampHghter,”:a
best-selling hit of the 1at¢_r3f93§03 abgyt
some unknown city enmiployee who
lighted the gaslight in front‘Qf?Tog__ias’ _
boyhood home at 79 Harrlsoff St. | X

oy Tog
“He made the night a little brighter{ 4

wherever he would go,” went the’
song’s lyrics, “the old ]amg]jghter, of
long, long ago.” > -

But not too many years later, the
lamplighter’s job was taken over by
built-in automatic timers, and gradual-
ly Worcester’s romance with gaslight
began to fade, .

In 1936 Mayor Walter J. Cookson |
counseled the city to replace its
gaslights with electric lights as soon as /
possible. “Cookson Takes First Step to ,
Junk Street Gas Lamps,” read the
Worcester Telegram headline an-
nouncing the mayor's idea.

Anti-Gaslight Campaign

City Manager Hverett F, Merrill
took up the anti-gaslight cudgel in
1950, and Mayor James D. O’'Brien
continued the campaign in 1955. Pey-
haps contributing to the demise of the '
gaslight was the replacement in 1941
of the clear glass globes on many of
the lamps with more modern-looking
alabaster glass globes. The replace-
ment globes caused many people to
say that the gaslights then began to
look just like electric lights, stripping
them of their former charm. i

As it turned out, however, getting rid
of the gaslights proved to be a difficult
task. In many cases, phasing them out
involved digging up pavement and
disconnecting. lines from gas mains.
Faced with {hat, the city hit upon the
policy of waiting until there was some |
other good reason to dig up the street

ligpgg they fed at the same time,

And so 1t went. Attrition of the lights
contthued slowly during the tenure of
,Clty H[anager Francis J. McGrath un-
til, ™ 18" 1987, ‘Welshach discontinued
serviéing the lights and the city took
hem over, Erpant motor vehicles and
vandals have -been

one by one ever since.

< Bestito, for one, hates to see them go.
“I hope I don’t live to see the end of
them,” he said. “I think it would be a
shame. I really don’t know why I like
them so much. I just do. It's because
they're a part of history, I guess.”

415 Propyletary Interest

g’.fﬁ:ﬁaféhtly Sestito is not alone in his
feelings. During the past few years, he
has noticed that people wijth gaslights

. stilf on their-streets have taken an al-

proprietary interest in them.

picking them off

“They kind of watch them, you
know. Whenever I come around to
check on them, they come outside and
start questicning me to make sure I'm
not there to take them away. They re-
ally help out with the vandalism too. I
haven't lost one to that in a long time
now,” he said.

Se just maybe, the gaslights will be
able to hang in there for yet a while
longer.

“I hope so,” Sestito said as he drove!
along Water Street to compiete his in-!_
spection tour. “T just Jove to keep them '
going, j
- YLook,” he said pointing at the soli-
tary gaslight on Columbia Street, off
Water Street. “Look at that lonely one
down there. I've got to remember to
come back and get it all cleaned up for
Christmas.”

-
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(}elebrated iu Song

Perhaps the most nostalgw pléce
about lamplighters was a fune written
by composer Charlie Tobias, that: was.
nationally popular in the ear}y '40g,

Tobias is'a former Worcie"’ter man
ad his song pays tribute to'the lamp-
lighter who lit the old lamp outside his
boyhood home on Harrison streetf .

“he made the night a little bnghter,
wherever he would go, the old lamp-
lighter, of long, long ago.”

' Today, the romance is gone, argue
the fanciers of antiquity,

!
!
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The - “lamplighter” today is a reple- o
sentative of the Welshach Street Light-
ing Co. of Philadelphia who is assigned

‘here full-time to make the rounds and |

keep an overall eye on the lights. For
vears the lights have been operated a, i
tomatically from built-in clocks, '

Tt costs about $50 to replacé the: av-
erage gas light, but it's not qulte as
easy as all that,

Np Undel‘gwund Wiring |

First of all, according to Horace H. |
Bigelow, - supermtendent of the Street |
Lighti
bureautstaffufor 46 years, many streets, .
particul4rl¥on the city's west side, have
ho underground wiring.

b ;-1;

That means tearing up an entire
length of street and that in tum means
a lot of money.

Secondly,.there are many pg:operty
owners who just don’t want: a tall new
pole in front of their homeg,qgni they
have a ught to be heard at open par- -
ings. ¥

Advocates of replacing the agilights
argue principally in terms of %gafefy and
crime prevention. They point, out that’
thé illumination from a gas lamp is com-
parable to that from the smallest elec-
tric street light, about 76 watts,

The most hoisale conversioh of gas

‘city was last year
in the area around Clatk Iniversity,
College officials warned the dimly-lit
neighborhood just wasn’t safe for girls
at night,

1
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Bureau and a member of the :
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Balfimore Problem

That 11 p. m. curfew jn ’th? so-called
Gay Nineties points up the*fact that
Eeople didi't stay out, 50 late i‘n the old
ays. -

yIn Baltimore, Md., like Worcester
and Boston; one of the' more_than 30
American eities which haven't said “23

 skidoo'”. 'to, the lamps, protests came in
'agamstﬁconvermon to electricity from
, Jndiguant swains who took a dim view

of kissing their sweethearts.good night
in brightly lit doo;ways

Baltimore's réputation among the
romance-mmded ‘was increaséd when
the' city adopied for a time, lamp domes
frosted on the side facing doorways.

The city hag had; fequests from time
to time from antigque-lovers who want
to buy the gas lights which “have
served their last useful purposes. They |
want them mostly for yard decorgt{pns,’ :

. Clty Not ﬂle Ownen

. In the 1890’5 the city had neally-‘
2,000 gasoline lights, a first cousin of the
gas lamps. By 1910, the last 300 of these
gave way to 75-watt tungsten lights.

. Multi-deck .parking garagés have
come ., , streamlined cars . . . aufoma-

_tion; .+ » but the gas lights burn on, as

they have since 1849, nostalgia personi-

~ fied,




